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Apologles to the new readers (we have several, this time) who won't gef
too much out of this isgue, probadly. Every 50 often we get rid of our
stack of accumulated letters of comment, turning one particular issue
into what prect10313v becomes a letterzine, Nexf issue will probably be
back to an S-page lettercolumn and (T hape) only a couple of pages of
fanzine reviews. But you never can tell. (Or at least, I can'ty not in
advance,) If enough people write in, we might have all letters next tinme.
One thing Ilm planning [E{eJy badbel though 1s the firet article ever sub-
nitted to us by G. H. Sclthers {(bon viVant publisher of AVMRA, railroad
expert and meteor counter). I ssw it in the Tiles the other @ay, and
since 1t was dated October 1957 I thought 1t wag sbout ftlme to run ig B
soo sy pild



The fannish season opproacheth...
George Scithers stopped by for all-
toowghort a visit on his way from
sunny California to chilly HNew Jer-
sey (he was somewhat appalled when
we told him it had snowed the day be-
fore his arrival}...George had the
usual amount of fascinating material
"ijon the Indiana electric railway sys-
tem, a begutiful new AIMRA (hot off
the multilith}), and a bright red
jeepster for Bruce's delight and ed-
ification.,{the kid goes around peelk=
ing under those little weather cov-

ers on little foreign bugs, trying to reach the controls, utterly uncon-
vinced the things are cars)...and we all jaunted down luncie way to chatb
an evening away with Ted Cogswell., This is vastiy frustrating, to some-
one with a $30 Tower, listening to people seriously discussing the
gifficulties and vagaries of multilith publishing. Bahl

Bjo's PsStell (Project Art Show) should be mentioned as often as pos=
sible in hopes of reaciaing as many fan artists as can be reached in our
microcosm, The present dedal plans for an exhibit of fan art originals
at Pittsburgh, with two sections: For Sale and Vot For Sale. The main
need at the moment is contact among the artists themselvesj so will all
interested parties, fan artists and fans who like the idea of being art
boosters, please contact Bjo Wells, at 980% White Knoll Drive, Los Ange-
les®*l2, California. A4All Bjo is asking right now is support and inter -
est, but enthuslasm elone ceattpull something like this off - stamps and
money are much more likely to ilmpress Mr, Summerfield,

With summer arriving (at last) this means gordening, and eventually
canning, iy success with canning last sumner was rather a startling
surprise to me. There are so few feminine pursults that interest me,and
among those, still fewsr that I am skilled in performing, My housework
involves moving the dust from here to there, my cakes come out of boxes,
my ple crusts melt (yes, melt), and the only thing I'm good at sewing
is the upper skin layer on my thumb, But at camning I shine; I could say
this was merely emonomic pride (toward the end of the winter month, when
the money 1s mighty short, it's quite handy to peel off a 1id that cost
3¢ from a jar that's been in the family since before you were born,and
eat the lovingly peeled and packed vegetables you grew yoursclf{ the sum=
mer belore), but I must joltingly admit to myself that I'm quitec de. =
lighted with the fact that I put these beans, tomatoes, carrots, corn,
becats, or pears Up.....they taste so much better then, too.

Bob Lichtman remarked regarding my worry over the eye test on my driv-
erts license {1 passed it, okay) that he could rced signs at long dis-
tances, and close up,too, which he imagined I couldn't do, Quite the
contrary, as any myocpe will tell you; without my glasses or with them, I
read quite well at a distance of two inches from my nose (I will scorn
an outrageous chance here and not say that my focal point is non-exist-
ent), Even sye drops don't aifect me too much ~« I had a 1ot of fun the
last time I took these by teking off my glasses when the stuff started
to hit me, holding a wmagazine in front of my nose and continuing to read,
Too bad I couldn®t wabch the expressions around me,.s.Rappy Moydaye.di0

= "I wasn't trying to be impressed, I was just Lrying to be friendiy,"
~ Lee Tremper =




Thanks to CONSUMER REPCRTS, I
have anh answer to the peoonle who asi
"How do you ever get the tlme to pub--
llish a monthly fenzine?" (Or, if they
are non-fans: "You mean you got time
=} to waste on that stuff?") Of course,
“f Juanita does the blggest share of the
¢1 work, but as anyone who has published
“1 knows, a monthly general-zine is a
1 lot of work for evenh two people,

7 In the May CR, there 1ls a oguote
“! from ADVERTISING AGE, oh an ad ggene=
: wt. 0 ol ey's breakdown of the time spent by
age consumer, According to this, ln g typlcal week the typleal
consumer (presumably male) spends 4O hours at work, 56 in sleeping, needs
10 hours for transportation, 7 for grooming and 10% for eating, leaving
him W44 hours of lelsure time. (The agency report sald 45% hours lelsure,
causing a caustic comment from CR about original research producing 169
hours 1ln a week,) In a bit of 1dle speculatlon, I tellled my own use of
time in an average week, and got the following results: 4O hours for
work, 49 for sleep, 6 for transportation, 2 for grooming, and 10% for
eating, leaving me with 60% hours leisure time, or 16 more than average.
It mignt run even higher, elnce my estimates for both eatlng and sleep-
ing are on the high side -~ but even 16 houre a week comes in handy.

Gem Carr mentioned in a part of her letter that I forgot to pub~
11sh that she has 100 pounds of surplus fanzines cluttering up her base-
ment and that she will sell them for the $10 freight charge plus a 1lit-
tle extra to pay for the work of ﬁackaglng them. She also mentloned that
she was also malking the offer in N'APA] so they may be gone by now, but
anyone interested in acgulrlng lots of old fanzlnes mlght lnguire. Pre-
sumebly the highest bld over $10 takes thenm.

Book of the month this time is "Sex In History" by G. Rattray Tay-
lor, which has suppllied a few lnterllineatlons here and there in this lis-
sue of YANDRO, Despite the title and packacing almed at the sort of peow~
ple who buy TRUE GBNFESSIONS and CONFIDENTIAL. the book is & literate and
entertalning explanation of the history of the Anglo-American attitude
towards sex, it says nothing sbout interesting sexusl varlatlons employed
by the natives of Bgll, but 1t tells conslderable about the eveh mors
interesting background of our present noral code, Did you know, for ex-
ample, that at one time the Christlan Church accepted both polygamy and
"trigl marriage®?{Or rather, that each has been accepted in the past;
they were not both accepted at the same time.) Did you know that relig-
ious persecution reduced the population of Spain from 20,000,000 to
6,000,000 over the course of 200 years? Or that the great religious re-
former Calvin had 150 of his opponents burned at the stake during a G-
year period? {(Incidentally -- Gem Carr please note -- the guthor seems to
feel that the Protestant Reformatlon was one of the worst things thet
ever happened to Christianity.} If you're interested in moral history,
with sldelights on heresy, witchcraft, and the idlocy of people 1n gen-
eral, then you should enjoy "Sex In History" (Ballantine, 75%).

Bob Tuciter reports: "mccording to advance informatlon, Joe Fann
wrote the screenplay for Bloch's movie, PSYCHO, The credlit llne reads:
Jeseph Stefano, E find that suspiclous, dc you?" It does sound a bit
like Terry Carr has been at 1t agaln. Mext thing we know, Carl Brandon
will be doing the screenplay for "On The Road'. RSC
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DOMALD FRAVSOH, F547 Baboock Ave., No. Hollywood, Calif. - Ted White'!s
ef column is good, And T used to think he was sgainst dilscussing sf in
fanzines, Bob Tucker and Redd Boggs are interesting toou, The Rifle prop-
agenda included with YANDRO ie hereby ignored. I'm even eghy of plonker
guns, Yes, the right to have arms 1ls the right to shoot one's relatives
in a moment of drunten anger. One of nature's blessings, like lliguor.
Evaryone should have his own hand atom-bombs, too, 1n case he should be-
come annoyed at the world and wsnt to blow 1% up. We wouldnit want to
deprive people of this right. Another reason for everyone having arms

is 1t protects freedom -- we know that the "goed guys" are always fastest
on the draw. And straight shooters are always strelght thinkers — like
the guy that shot Lincoln, I don't see any connectlon between freedom of
speech and gunplay -- you can't create an open mind with a hole in the
head.

/I nust say you have an Interesting method of Aignoring an item. Heaven
help us 1f you ever declide to tele nctice of anything we publish, I also
find it interesting that even in drunken anger you have a phobla agalnst
stabbing your relatives with a carving knife or beating their skulls 1n
with a Boy Scout hatchet, so thsat merely lockling up the firearms is g
sufficient deterrent to your brutgl instincts. The epltome of civiliged
man, I'd 1ike to know more agbout the logic that says that the way to
cure the honest man of losing gun battles is to deprlve him of his gun, °
vhile letting the dishonest man keep his. (Or do you feel that today's
hoodlums are too upright to defy laws about carrying flrearms?) RSC/

GENE DEWEZSE, 3U07 No, 22nd., Mllwaukee, Wisconsin - Hearlng of the
Verwoerd shooting, someone at work said "There was eloguent testimony
in favor of compulsocry education in the handling of flrearms, The idiot
should have known better than to try that with a .22!" How does the IRA
stand on all this?

/I dunnc about the NRA, but I'm behind it 100%. {Incidentally, Franson
might be interssted in the gmount of freedom of speech avgllagble in
countries with strict -~ really strict -~ firearms legisiation.) RSC/

MAGGIE CURTIS, Fountain House, R.D. 2, Saegertown, Pa. - Now, "Trading
Song" T did zet a laugh out of. The chorus was the best thing 1in the
song, and tThe song , and the song itself was quite good. Now, what's the
tune? /I'm not about to try to stencii muslic. Go down to the local ree-
ord store and ask for elther "Richard Dyer-Bennett, Vol, P“ or "A Ballad
Singeris Cholece™ by Ed NeCurdy. Itis on both records, as fThe Swapping
Song". Other singers have recorded it —- Burl Ives ror one -- but I don't
know which of their albums it's ir, or what name they cagll it. Of course,
the local degler wor't heve either the Dyer-Bennett or the Traditlon
label, but that's not my fault. RSC/

I have here someg "comforting words" for the ancnymous HMr. Adams (does
he 1ive at 922 H, Courtland Ave., kokomo?). Belng of a slow~-thinkingz,
letherglec nature, it had {honestly) not ocrcurred to me “hat M. James
Adans might object to showing Kr, Payne the article. (The grammsr there
is poor, but it's the thought that counts.) How for the comforting words:
Lﬂy lethargic neture (yes, the some one mentloned above) has so ruled my




1ife that I had not copled the erticle by the time thle Yandro had come, |

Hot wanting the excellent Adans %o be afraid of colleges ior the resst l
of his 1ife, I shall never send said article to Payne. Please let the ‘
|
|

good Jemes know this as soon as possible so that he can come out of hid-
Ing and resume writing hls wonderful fillers (If he has not formed a
complex about such articles because of my previous letter). And by all
means tell hlm I regret causlng him such alarm...,.gnd it was ail liomls
1dea anyvwayesss

And you're a raunch, Buck; why didn't you tell me he would react
that way? Though, come to think of 1%, you got @ good letter out of it,
didn't you, you flend?

Hah! A common bond! You know your Moran and Mack! We have two "Two’
Blgck Crows" records (the one with the line you quoted is one of them),
and little kaggie {or Judy, as I was then known) grew up on them, At one
polnt, 1t got s0 that Yom and I could do the dialogue wilthout a faulst,

I loved those records,

/You got a tape recorder? We have 3 Moran and Mack records, (The record
dealer in Anderson -- who has 4 —-—"informs me that there were 6 issued
gltogether; 4 1n the serles we have and 2 1n which they combined with
other comedians of the era.) I could send you the extra on tape., You
got the routline gbout the white horses eating more than the black hors-
es? Not having played them in some time, I forget what Jokes are on what
records, Adsms 1s simply over-burdened with modesty. (See what you did,
Bob? You deprived ir, Fayne of an experlence of great therapeutle value;
peychologists tell us that 1t's good for us to releecse cur hostlle im-
pulses occasionally,) Hey, Mag; 17 you have a tape recorder 1711 send
-you the ture to "Trading Song", RSC/

ROG EBERT, L10 E, Washlngton, Urbana, Illinois - I assume it's just my
imagination, But #iA.250 on the cover of YANDRO 85 looks amazingly like
Errol Flynn. Mo%? /Well, everyone else thought he loocked like Yul Bryn-
ner, but everyone to hls own opinion, RSC/

Ctherwlse, I sgreed with White. Amazing 1s gbout as resdable as any-
thing in the pro field today -- 1f, that Is, anythlng 1s reasfable. Some-
times I have my Qoubts. Characterization ls supposed to be the founding
stone of gll fiction -~ yet characterization of any kind 18 nearly ih-
visible in any s8%f today. Wooden characters in spades abound. I!ve been
remaining fairly actlve in Fandom,but my reading has gone steadlly down-
hill, It Just doesn't seem as if it's worth the time to read the hacky
crap most of the prozines sre publishing, And even the books I read for
the reviews in PSI-FHI are getting pretty discoursging. I'm agbout to
stgrt SCIENCE FICTION SHOWCASE, for better or worse, _

T thoucht Alan Dodd &id gn unusually fine Job of writing in hig epi-
taph (or whatever) for Nevll Shute. Just saw the movie On The Beach, I
agree with Dodd that the movie and book plots were two Things apart.But
both were good, nevertheless,

This 18 a movie everyone should see. Ava Gardner plays a dlslocated

WOMA e oo v oo -—~Champalgn High School Chronicle
Foetry in YAWDRO? Whst does Dick Schultz have agalnst 1t? I agree

that some of the experiments are fallures; most, in fact, But pure poet..

ry (is there any other kind?) offers s medium of expression more gbstract

and motional than any other,

/oad, I've noticed a preponderance of good etf pb's in recent months.




Things like
Oliver's "Un-
earthly Nelgh-
vors", Anderson's
"Virgin Planet®,
Sarbgnfs "Sound
0Of Hia Horn'" and
Vidal's "Visit

To A Small Planet"
They'll never be
classics (fhough
the Oliver should
be), but they're
entertalhing, As
for ‘mags, there's
the Amerlcan ree-
print of NEW
WORLD3 now, RSC/

ROG EBERT again -~ Regardlng
NRA: a good cause and all, but
I think both the assoclatlon
and you have taken the wrong
tack, No one {much less I},
who worked for three years in -
a sports shop as a Salesman)
would deny thet gun ownsershlp
Adkins- is pure fun for most gun ad-
dicts,. Llkewlse, the pleasures
of hunting are substential. Gun collections are fascinsting, ete,, -~
but as for gun ownership primsrily to protect a constitutional right in
case of invasion or something, I doubt that rifles in the hands of Joe
Citizen wuld be very useful. Eapeclally in the face of ICBMs, Now, if
the NRA could become the National Ballistics Missiles Assn, and set up
a base in my back yard, I might be more inclined to’ joln,

Interesting speculation: rifles, handarms, etec.,, were first approved
by the Founding Fathere to put the private cltizen on the same level with
inveding troops, so that the cltlzen could protect hls home and loved
ones. In this gge of nuclear warfare, wouldn't an atomlc bomb he the
geme thing as the colonists' nmusket -~ comparitively?

/Nope. The Bomb would protect a citlzen only a8 long as it wes held as =
threat but not used, Once used, 1t would take him and hie famlly along
with the enemy, You can't invade a country with ICBMs, You can, theoret-
ically at least, wipe 1t off the map -~ but 1f you're interested in con-
quest instead of ginlhllation you have to depend on human trcops, ihen
Chnrehill spoke of flghting on the beaches, etc., Britlsh agents were
busily making a collection of American sporting filrearms to arm thelr
cltizens with, They collected qulite a few -~ didn't glve any of them back,
elther, by the wa%. Also, d1d you take a good look at the recent events
in Cuba? Whether Castro was flghting for freedom or not, his army was,
basically, a group of cltizens wlth rifles. And he won, agailnst an army
equipped with relatively modern US weapons. The trouble with defending
shootling on the grounds that 1t's fun 18 that nobody cares about depriv-
ing somgone else of his fun, If the censor produces a Cause, you have to
have a Cause of your own in order to have a chance of winning., RSC/
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JOHN BOSTON, &16 So, First 8t,, Mayfield, Ky, ~ I have a bone to pick
with Redd Boggs, In CITIZEN OF THE GALAXY, Thorby was not "borh on a
planet cireling a dlstant star', I am golng by the ASF verslon, and may-|
be the Scribners vereion was different in some respects, but the teen- !
agers at whom the book was simed usually prefer the "hometown boy makes
good® approach.

WILLIAM D, STUART, 2241A Hiawatha Fark Dr., Columbus 11, Ohio - Don't
tnow where I can get some German sclence flction cheap, do you? We have
to pass a reafling test in two languages. Most of the guys study untll
they can pass the test and never try to read the language again. This
defeats the whole purpose of lesrning the language. 1 flgure the easiest
way for me to stay interested in the languege 18 to have somethlng
around that I would enjJoy reading,

/Any of you readers know a source of German stf?/

DICK LUPOFF, 215 E, 73rd, St., New York 21, N, Y, -~ My return to_the
£o1d of YANDRO readers came only two issues ago, and 1n those two is-
suee the best thing you've printed was Alan Burns' parody in #25. Be-
cause of the lapse in my YANDRO reading T have not seen the poem which
Burns supposedly rebute, snd perhape 1t might be nlce to see 1t, but
even without the origingl for context, Burns' job is entlrely worthwhlle
and self sufflicient. In fact, Lf you've ever looked 1nte the beat school
of poetry ~~ and T don't just mean the shlue~for-shlue's-own-sake coffe-
house troubadours of Freter Whlte's nelghborhood, but the supposedly
worthwhile professlonal beat poets llke Ginsburg and Rexroth -~ Burns 1is
a breath of
‘fresh alr,

The second
most notable
materlal in
the two la-
sueg ls that
provided and/
or stlmulated
by the afore-
gald Mr. White,
Now White 1s a
remarkable
character, He
has a remarke
able talent
for controverw
sy. He 1s an
accomplished
epotlight
grabber, Where. ~V°
ever hls work '
appears, he
qulckly be-
comes the vor-
tex of a great -
whiriling; emo- -
tions arlse, mud
flles, eyes8 are
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(gouged and groins kneed....asnd when the dust finally settles, the sur—.
| vivors look at each other and say, "Now what was that all gbout?"
! As long as White's column ln YANDRO 1s confined to pro-criticlsm,the
|chances are that differences will be polite -- at least moderately so
-~ end rebuttals restricted to subjects rsther than persons. But inevlit.-
!ably, Buck, there is going to come a time when some ad hominum invective
zets flung, whereupon.,.Well, let me say that I hope YANDRO reaches 1ts
Fundredth lssue,
/You forget, Dick, 6 that we were for years members of a fan club that in-
cluded both Bob Adeir and Ray Beam; there isn't much in the way of in-
vective that is going to serlously bother us. In a later letter Dick
mentions that he has "revieed hle opinion" of White since meeting him;
however, the above descrliptlon of Ted's abillty to spark controversy
seems falrly accurate. Commenting on iesue #&h, he 1iked Boggs (es did
everyone who expressed an opinion), the feghoot, "Wild Fltch" and the
lettercol: Aisliked "Tad's Ch1ld"™ end "Trading Song" and was rafher neu-
tral toward Dodd and the fanzine reviews, RSC/

JACK L, CHALKER, 5111 Liberty Heights Ave,, Beltimore 7, Maryland ~ When
I first opened the iarch YAWDRO, I thought I was goling crazy or some-
thing. /A loglcal reactlon., RSC/ That NRA litergture was starlng me in
the face. Mow, to someone else, this would Just be mild surprise, but

to me, a person brought up in and ground the MRA, it was a Jjolt, I do
congratulate you, however, on your cholce of NRA literature and your ed-
itorial on the importance and advantages of NRA cluba, although you are
under s misapprehension about the Junior clubs,

Ordinarlly, the junlors DO NOT recelve the AMERICAN RIFLEMAN (un-
less they Join directly with the parent orgenizatlon -- otherwise, thelr
private branch club has a subscription and not the individual.)

The Junlors are able to purchase the guns if they are with a res-~
poneible adult member, and they can get the ammo and all other prive-
llges through thelr club.

All this, @f course, applies only when the junlor member belongs to
an guthorized MNRA club, At the age of, I believe, 18, they sutomatically
Join the senior clubs 1n the Assoclated Gun Clubs of Maryland here, and
I 1magine that it 1s much the same everywhere,

Therefore,. 1t is advigable for any Junlors who would llke to join
to seek out gn authorized NRA club in thelr clty or town. There 1s us-
ually one sojiewhere nearby, no matter where he or she 1lives (yes, in the
junior divisions, many girls are taking up.rifle shooting!). If the new
junlor member has jolned direct as with the malling envelope you supplied
in the last YANDRO, he gets the magazine, but, @s you sald, he does not
get any other advantages until he becomes of age.

If any of the Junior readers have any questions, I'd be glad %o
hear them and try to enswer them, My father has been in charge of the
junior NRA clubs in Baltimore Iincluding many hlgh school teams) ever
since they were organized, and 1f I can't help you, he surely can.

/I'm glad to get an expert in on this; I was instructor of a Junior club
for a couple of years, but quit when T got marrled and moved, gnd I don't
recgll the details too well now. And since I became a Life member 12
years ago, I don't recall those clrcumstances too well, either. RSC/

F.M, BUSBY, 2652 1lith, West, Seattle 99, Washington - Ted's rundown on
"Trensient® is guite good, and his theory as tc its appearance 1n Amaz-
Loz (rather than elsewhere) 1s most likely correct, (But, a8 Elinor eays,




T
beauty of 1% is that we can 2ll think our own idegs on the plece are
R¥I#*G¥H*T ) Since the story must almost lnevitably be taken to be a run—
ning account of a schizophrenlc break as viewed from’the lnside, the
ending could eaqually be Interpreted as repressive amnesia or as an ilndi..
cation that the breskdown was preceded by a fugue in which Lampiey
thoupht the town was famlliar to him, Certalnly there's plenty of room
for discussion_ on this one, and the least 1t does 1ls glve me a solld en-
try on next year's Hugo nominating form {whleh ie more than I have for
1959). Tedls "_,Wallb 1s bullding well, whether or not it ever spells
out a distress~slghal for g marooned allen. And come to think of 1%, I
neither enjoyed "Sirens Of Titan" as fully as Tucker did, nor gbhorred
1t to Ted's extent. It's all in how you approach the thing, I suppose;
the "incufundibulous" or whatever it was, rather turned me off ln_ spite
of the Besterian fireworks, and I wasn't exactly ln the mood for guite
such a putting-down sort of burlesque st the time I read the book.

I agree with most of your fmz-ratings pretty well (in spite of your
engramn about conreports, which I love], wonder how many pages that Dick
Schultz excerpt was taken from, and flnd myself a1l out of comment.

ROY TACKETT, 412 Elderberry Dr,, Lsurel Bay, So. Carolina -— Thanks for
the copy of YANDRO, lost interesting. It has been such s long time since
I read a fanzine thet I had forgotten what fun they can be,

Fage 23 was especlally noteworthy, Do you reallze that page 23 con-
tained 55 lines, two of which were blank? Fage 23 also contalned, by act-
ual count, 570 words of various lengths, There was galso lncluded on page
23, 148 punctuation marke. D1d you ever glve any thought to the number
of punctuation marks that go Into making up a page? Page 23 comes out to
2,792L718367 punctuation marks per llne. That 1s if you do not include
the two blgnik lines,

On page 2% we glso find mentloned the names of T, H, White, Ted, Ward
Moore, Ted, Ayn Rand, Nathan (Slr Henry and Jenny don't count as they are
properly tlties), Robert Nathan, RSC, Claire Beck, Prosser, Franson, Don,
Ken Cheslin, Bob Lichtman, Ted White, Vonnegut, HZB, Archle Hercer, John
Festa, DeWeese, Ethel Lindsay, DeWeese, Bradley, Ron Bennett, Alan Burns,
Erlc Bentcliffe, That's a lineup for you. Page 23 was noteworthy.

I'm sure that the other 22 pages must have been also, I'll never
know. You see the postmanh was poling his bhogt through the swamp when he
struck what he thought was a log -~ he was new at the gmme, The log
reared, the boat capsized and the postman, with YANDRO clutched In his
hand, spilled into the water. The splashing, of course, aroused most of
the alligators in the area. This called for immediate actlion, Heedless
of personal danger I sprang from the porch of my cabin, tripped over an
elght-foot moccasin and slmost fell into the qulicksand pool a%, the bot-
tom of the steps, (I purposely put the steps there as I find 1t a great
convenlence, L am never bothered with bill collectors and such,) Un-
daunted T continued to the rescue. I plunged into the swamp and made my
way towards the struggling postman., I kicked several of the smaller go-
tors aside and succese was almost withln my gresp when a large when a
large bull gator closed his cavernous mouth with a snap upon the flrst
22 pages of YADRO, Alas, they are gone. I d1d manage to cheat him out
of page 23 but the others have gone forever. Alas, alas. :

I made my way back to my cabin, cleared a space on the porch by kick-
ing several ractlers into the swamp and put page 23 lnto the sun to dry.
This 18 a long process as the humidity 1s quite high. Eventually, how-
ever, I wae able to make out the words and so have come up with this
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[1stter of comment.

i

"

FRIC BENTCLIFFE, 47 Alldis St., Oreat Moor, Stockport, Cheshire, England
I can't let an annlsh go by without some few words of congratulation
on your tremendous vegulerity. It's a pity your surname lsn't Beacham's,
really! I don't know quite how you manage to publish so frequently, but_
I'n glad of 1%t ~ although I wouldn't rate YAN ss one of the top zines, 1

|olways £ind i% interesting and entertaining, and I 1lke the general alr

of the zine, It adopts a 'civilized' attitude towards things.

To be a 1little more speciflc: thgnks for Ho. 8%, and the calendar
that camé with it, I think the art, both in the mag and the calendar, 1is
one of the highspots of YAN, and my only moan is that this 'blotting
paper' you use doesn't do it justice....now the stock you used on the
cover thls issue, 8ee what I mean? It eecems to glve the drawing more
depth and contrast. Is thls grade of paper much more expensive over

there?
«/Not more expensive; 1t would he fine If we only used one slde of the

/ipaper. Look at the cover again and notlce the show-thru, RSC/

¥ez Bradley is one of these (gifted) people who like Harry Varner

"y and Dean Grennell, seem able to write interestingly and intelligently

on elmost any sublect. Ifve only been to one circus ### in the las?t
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ten years but her article made me
faunch for the sawdust smell agaln.
#%%This was the wonderful Russian one
which came over here a whlle baek -
apart from this I think that the aver—
age British circus has lost 1ts sense
of wonder these days, they are such
an lrslpld creation to what one re-—
calls from childhood that I get no
pleasure from them, Ah yes, things
aint what they used to be!

Apropos that Tucker article of
gome time ago and the current nagtter-
ings, ¢1id you know that the British
Government has an 'Officlal Forno--
grapher! and that his collectlon is
reported to be second in size to the

Pope's? By hls I mean the one which

18 'attached’ to the title, I be-

lieve, at the moment, that the posi-
/ tlon 1s held by someone down in Here-
fordshire, »ut hls gctual name and
addreses are rather a closely guarded
secret, for obvious reasons]! Ttls his
Job. to pass judgement on gtuff which’
the Courts are wavering about...et al.
/Scme people have all the luck, RSC/

ANALOG is g nice word but I'd rath-

er have ASTOUFDING, too. I wrote to
Ted Carnell a few days ago, and, in-
cidentally, suggested that he change
tone title of the Jmerican Reprint of
JEW WORLDS to ASTOUNDING. Any signs
on the W reprint in Wabash?



/Oh, it's here gll right; getting fins
dlstribution., But I'm stuck with the
curse of collectors; I have a complete
collectlon of the British edition —-
includling the second printing of the
first issue -~ gnd I don't intend to
ewitch to the ARE now, REC/

K&l CHESLIN, 18 New Farm R3., Stour-
bridge, Worcs,, England - Depends on &
what you regara a8 folk muslo, 1if

%45 not only the music 1tself but 775"
also the "story" or history or 7//4¢¢

the way the muglc fite the back- ;
groungyyou are interested in then ﬁ?gélfid
you'll enjoy some things that are
regarded as Ghodawful noises, and
1f it's Just the beat you want then
the most popular types I suppose, are
the early Jazz rhythms or the txpe
now termed "country and western®", I
suppose with this Susie Wong thing
raging therelll soon be/ere plenty
of fake Chlnese muslc going the rounds,
I kind of llke the weird Turkish or
Indlan musgic I sometimes manage to
plck up on the rgdio, It's rather sur-
prising when you look for 1t, you can
pick out simllarities betwsen nost
folk muslc, you should Just hear some
of the stuff from the Hebrides, ¥ .
/I heve heard it; one of our lp records is "Songs of the W&
Hebrldes®™ by Hary MaKower, We also have "Music of Occldental Africa’,
"Afghanistan®,. "Polynesla!", "Drums Of The South Seas", "Drume Of Afghah-
1stan®, "Troploc Drums", "Steel Band Clash", "Kebuki", "Songs Of Isrgel',
etc, T don't care much for elther early Jazz rhythms or country and ]
western music, Or skiffle. There are exceptions, but,... I prefer things
}1ke 0ld English ballads, Irlish rebel songs, and various worklng ballads,
Songs of the oowboys, lumberjacke, coal miners, ete.) And I prefer them
sung by a good singer, though I'll accept a bed volce Af I can't find &
zood one, RSC/

HELP STAIP OUT ALAN DODD!i! I suppose he must be the Harry Warner
of Anglofendom, I can't remember ever hearing of eny British fan who has
seen him (he's not as good as Harry....but better and more interesting
than many, my old mate Dodders the quote card fiend). I don't know, in
fact I'm pretty sure, that I couldn't have bothered to investigate Shute
maybe that!s a good thing about fandom., things like thie Shute col, or
Grennell and his camerae, most people {me) wouldn't bother to go %o =
library say, to look these things up, I guess they're a boon.

/Acoording to Dodd, Ron Bennett has seen him; according to Bennett, Dodd
doesn't exist, Take your pick, RSC/

Inter Dick Schultz.....dick of the mighty long letter, 1llos done
while u walt, Dick could well run his own zine, goodness knows he wrlites
enough, and he his own i1llustrater, call 1t Rest In Plece or 1llke,

/Ken wrote "Rest In Peace" but I llke the typo so I'm keeping it, RSC/
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| EDMUND MESKYS, 7234, 45 St,, Brooklyn 20, N, Y. - High point of &5 wes
Doric Column, with 2nd place golng to Walllng Wall,

In March, I'd give 1t to Rereading of lethuselah's Children altho
there ls one point I disagree with. I remember that when 1 came across
i31ipst}ck Libby!s nick-of-time Invention of the interstellar drive' I
certalnly Ald balk. There had been no prior warnihg that work was belhg
done on the drive —— just as they're blasting off, it's pulled out of
the hat. I wouldn't have objected if prlor warning on the research had
been given, & would have llked it better Af they had been traveling for
at least g few days, if not months, when 1t was dlscovered,

/Ed also demonstrated a method of stapling which he suggested we sdopt,
and which he dared us to publish (it would have involved running 6 stape
les through every copy of thls page and I'm not that foolish), RSC/

BO3 LICHTMAN, 6137 So. Croft Ave., lLos Angeles 56, Calif - I wouldnl't
call 9 1llustrations’ in 25 interior pages plus a cover a "lack of arte
work", Buek, In fact, 1t's only one illo less than I used in 39 inter-
lor pages of Psl-Phi’ #5, And speaking of #5 and alluding to your fanzline
reviews for a minute, that photopage 18 most definitely NOT "the same
page of photos that /you've/ seen in 5 other fanzines". It's only been
used in two fapzilnes? Psi-Fhl #5 and The Speleobem #. Check your facts
before jumplng to conclusions. .
/Possiply I had them confused with the set by Walt Cole. 9 illos in 25
pages 18 definitely a lack of illustrations for us, RSC/
Walllng Wall made tremendously interesting readlng thls time; even
8o I don't feel qualified to comment on 1%, having ignored Amazing all
my born fan days, Ted makes a most interesting columnlst —- now that
Vold is back, I hope you don't lose him,
Enjoyed regding Dodd's morgtorium on Shute. This struck me as one
of the best Dodd columns 1ln quite some time in Yandro,
/From a leter letter on a later lssue:/
Itts a good thing I'm under 18, so I don't have to feel obllgated
to talk my way out of Jolning the NRA, All I do now is gently polnt out
that membership is limited to people 18 years of age or moreso. Cheer!
/But 1t isn't. The application envelope was for sdults, but junior mem—
berships are avallable, So start talking. RSC/
Wot happened to Jusnlita should happen to me! Haglf of it, at least:
I've a rather complete set of styli (5 plus shadlng wheel) but absolute~
1y no shadlng plates and no money to buy such things., Sometlmes such a
thing would come in handy but at the price one ilg forced to pay for the
things, it's not worth it, The same thing goes for letterlng guldes, How
in the world someone could price a plece of plastic wlth machine~stanped
holes in 1t at anything more than 25¢ is beyond me, For $2 (the price of
many guldes} I could buy a ream of second sheets and some Aitto masters
and publish a fanzine, So I don't buy shading plates.
/If you want a cheap lettering gulde, try an outfit that handles draft-
ing supplies, For some reason, draftsmen’s lettering templates are gbout
half the prlce of the ones for mimeoing. (I've never bought any, so I
don't know; maybe you couldn't get the point of a stylus into the tem~
plate. But I!'1ll bet you could, RS0/
Rather liked Yarner's flctlon, though the ending seemed g bit
weak compared %o what T was half expecting. Franson was very plthy --
excellent syllogismlc (word?) 1tem. Gerber would be better if I knew
what tune to sing thls to. /Check wlth Liz Wilson; she probably knows,/
Ghod, another Feghoot story. The last fanzine I was commentlng on,
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Bhismillah i#2, had one of them, too, and so has about every 5th fanzlne -
these days, Hell, Ilve even got one walting for publication in Psi-FPhi, |
This 18 Baaad! ;
/Agreed; especlally since I have several on hand that I may be stuck -
with, But...we go%t another from Menasha Duane the other day thatls a bit
out of the ordlnary. RSC/ -
No particular comment on the fmz reviews thls time except that you
misspelled "Tattooed® twice, Tch!

JEFF WANSHEL, 6 Beverly Pl., Lerchmont, N, Y, ~ TEWs plece was ok, but
too long, 7 pp? ot worth 1t. I don't think any critique is, unless it

is extremely good, This repeats itself too much, and is not worth too
much to the reafer who hes not read Transient. Let White continue on
hls disectlons of other svories, but not as long, Fliz,

Poetle Farody looks lllke 1t would heve been more attention-gzete
ting if I had seen what he wag parodylng, It stands up rather well on
its own, though,

The Dodd here i1s the worst I have seen of him outslde of his movie-
pun Jobs, Here he manages to say a 1ot of nothing, uninteresting facts
about an author who I am sure a groat number of your readers do not
care about, ' ln a dry unrelleved style,

Tucker, of course, is well written and amusing. I haven't read
T3OT or the Whlte back an ish or so ago, but I may plck up TSOT if I
see 1%, It should prove to be an 1nteresting novel, from what Tucker
gays. (The understatement of the month.)

. /Tucker, you ought fo charge Dell a salesman's commission. Deluding all
these innocent young fans into readlng that thing..... RSC

DICK SCHULTZ, 19159 Helen, Detrolt i, lMichlgan - That cover by Gilbert
leaves me wondering, Wondering, "What is 1t?" What 1a the artist trying
to say? Or is 1t mere hack work wlthout regl depth or meagning? It might
be the welcoming home of an exploring ship, or a dirigible. Informa—
tion 1is requested, plesse,
Jlin, G}lbert? Do you explaln your illustrations, or do you just draw
them?

S0 who has time for the NRA and Fandom and stamp collecting too?
Sorry, but it Just isn't for yours truly,.
{Well I'm gective in fandom, collect stamps and coins, belong to the
RA, delve into military history, collect folk records -- Schultz, you
just don't have the proper stamine. RSC/

Buck secem8 to be sufferlng from a defect in bowling in which the
player has a hablit of throwing the bowlling ball across in front of kls
body, instead of throwing 1t in a straight line 1n front of him, From
Juanita's illustration I would think that that may be 1t.

/No, my defect is the one in which the player throws the ball ln a per
fectly straight line into the gutter. Don't go by Juanlta's 1llos; she
doesn't drgw from live models, or even photos, The ldea comes across,
but not necessarlily the sctual fact. RSC/

Adkins seems to be searching for the dramatic touch, He is still
trying to find himself grtlstically, And giving us some dandy art work
durlng the procedure.

Having becn lucky to finish the Astounding verslon of "liethuse-
lght's Children" not too long before I tackled the latest version, I can
back up what Redd Bogge sald 1n every respect, I'm surprlsed that he
didn't try to make anything out of the fact that so much was sald about




falth, ¥Falth in the
fact that 1f you Be-
lieve, you can live
longer, You might say
that this 1s the las?t
story in which Hein-
leln bellieved that
sheer faith could ac~
complish seening nir-
acles, This, in Boggs!
estimation then, 1s the
last of his Optinlstic
storles. And 1f this is
a slgn of his approacih-
1ng maturity, left me
sgy that I, for one,
1iked him better when
he was limmature,

When Dodd gets off
this monster movie kick
he seems t0 have been
\ on lately, he turns out
some highly readable stuff. This Goodwin Sands has come across this lgd-
diels gttention before, There were a few aerial plctures of the sands
down at the Bhoto Interpreters School in Oberammergau, Germany, =nd a
welrd blt of seascape they are. In these plctures, some of the hulks
had been uncovered, and a creepy gpot it was, Sort of depressling %o
ook at all those shlps down there, and to think of gll the men and car-
goes that went down there only to breach the sands egaln and be visible
to the sun agaln, It makes one wlsh that one could go down there and
walk around. (Some of the ssnds were showing above the waves, but ny
practiced eve saw that most of it was too deep for any sauntering around,
It might be a thrilling experience 1f one had a frog-diver's sult and
knew that the day was going to be calm, 80 that one could take a notor
launch out there,) .

/Dick also liked Frenson and Gerber, disliked Warner and the feghoot
(which for some reason he attributes to Deckinger). Look at the contents
page sgaln; that one was by Belthers. RSC/

RON BEMNEIT, 7 Southway, Arthurs Ave., Harrogate, Yorkshire, England -

I don't really think that John Berry raced against gll the police
in England, Ireland, Scotland and Weles., Our local cop who has been in
the Force for years, denies ever having run anywhere, except away from
Martin's Bank that night the alarm clrcult hit a short at three a.m.

Ilve used carbon tet for many yesrs and look what it's done to me,

Sure, reviewers are human, but they shouldn't be.

I have experienced Tucker's polnt about pulp writers making good,
I once belonged to the Leeds "riter's Circle and mentloned sf there,
showing some of the pulps around. I was virtuglly lsughed out of the
cirecle, I've recently started a new school in Harrogate and one of my
colleagues 18 a writer (sic) and tells me that the Circle to which she
belongs ls looking inte modern wrlters like Bradbury and Clarke.

And gee! PLOY in the Arcana sectlon of the Britlsh Museum, I must
label the next issue pccordingly.
/Don't tgke Rontsg disbellief too hard, John; he doesn't belleve in Alan
{ Dode, elther. RSC/
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G, M. CARR, 5719 Ballard Ave., Seattls 7, Weshington - I 1lke that reply |
by f£lan Burns te Corlew's "Highway To Oblivion". Foetry should be some--
thing rather besuviilful to reed.., I hunted up #@3 and re-read %the origin |
al, and Burns! rebuttal locks even bhetter than before. Re Joyce Clarke:e
"Open Letter'", I wonder why the Britifen must go on stewing these long-
dead WSFS bones long after the USfen have buried and forgotten them. 'hy
go on fusslng about something so worn out &5 that? It seems lilte such a
Slens e Peess e TR, Se
/Yell, some people have a compulsion to prove that they're right, RSC/
Enjoyed your fmz reviews more than usual because they covered mags 1
had no?t aiready reald, I notlced a couple of titles that repose in ny to-~
be-reviewed~-vhen-Iw-get-time box, but most of them seem to be new to me,
It tock me two tries to get through Don Stuefloten's letter, but once T
got past the second page the writing pleked up speed end it turned out
to be utterly fascinating. This letter ltself should answer the acuestions
about his ¥style", Whether he wants to face 1t or no%t, his flection (at
any rate, all of it that I have seen) has been characterized by a hor-
ribly affected Ilmitation-Lovecraft aspect, but thls purple tlinge is mis-
sing in hls letter, The latter 1s colorful, vivid ang wholly effective
writing without a trace of this prissy "style" he insists is "nabtural",

MIKE DECKINGER, &85 Locust Ave., lilllburn, N,J, - Ted White's statenment
that "AA%ING SCIZHCE FICTION STORIES is, by and large, publlshing the
best science fletion in the magazlne fleld today," is one of the most
argusble stetements I!'ve heard, Iive always regarded AMAZING as Ted men-
tions, purely as a, juvenile adventure magazine. I think though, that it
was probably thne policy swltch to a2 new novel each month that caused the
upsurge in ouallity. A couple of yeare ago you very rarely found long mat-—
erial in 1t, This was partly due to the oversize type that they used ih
the mag, which practically prohiblted the use of any really long stuff,
and the fact that tThe AFAZING hecks seemed t0 do bhebter

with short stories. But with novels; well, they are o

more Gifficult to wirite than the shorter stuff, and / J° 'Q\
thus require more Halent and skill in wriing. This fefs .. Y}
means that you must necessarily use a "novel® from |'° &

a better writer and naturally AMAZING had more qual-

ity materlsl in it because of that, B 4F, _/

/Or, to take another case, fictlon 1s harder to write ~o——0r -

—

than either articles or columns, s0 that fanzine ed~ =
itors must obtain their fiction from better writers
and that's why fenzine A

filction is better than T

fanzine columns and grt- -
icles. RSC/

Doddis column on Nevil
Shute was good, but short,
and he neslectad to men.-
tiosn one very important
point. He says thet Bhute
did not like Stanley Xra-
mer's distortion of "On
The Beach", but Uncle Alan
should have bLech more sps-—
¢ific, Bhute objected to
the way the film built up
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'a blg romance between Dwight (Gregory Peck) and Moira (Ava Gardener), He
2160 felt there was too much of a romantlc angle as a whole running

| through 1t, and ON ThE BEACH wee meant to be a chllling novel of total
hunan destruotion, not a tale of how two lovers face the end together,’
iAnd thls is precisely what Hollywood did, Now I've read the book twice,
and seen the movie U times, and there certainly are differences, the
‘romantlo theme in the movie is played up too much, and nesr the end it
beglns to get implausible, with stomic destruction only a few weeks away
and everyone 1s calmly fishing and having a gcod time. However, it et%ill
1s a great film, Shute 4ldn't resllze that Kramer had to glve the fiim
box offlce appeal, end a sure fire way 1e through romance, There are oth=
er mesterful touches in 1t (the final scene of Melbourne completely de-
void of 1ife is one I guarantee you won't forget for a long while), but
1t 18 too bad that Kramer had to go to this extent,

BILL CONNER, 155 W, Water 8t,, Chillicothe, Ohlo - I have always thought
that Redd Boggs was one of fandom!s better critics, and hls reputation
es a critlc should be enhanced by hls artlcle concernlng Methuselsh's
Children., This is the kind of article that makes fanzine~reading rewards
ing. :
g The contrast betwsen an artlcle by Redd Bogegs gnd Alan Dodd's col-
umns 1s a blg one, I usually merely sklm Dodd's columns to see 1f he's
got enything to say, but he usually Just rambles gbout trlvial things,
But maybe I'm prejudlced srainst Alan; I still plty him for hle inabll-
18y to forgive the former enemles of his country.

/There was more on this, but I don't want to start that dlscussion
again, RSC/

ALAN DODD, 77 Stanstead Rd., Hoddesdon, Herts,.,, Englsnd -~ In England too
the upper balcony of any theatrs, the one nearest the roof where the arc
beams come down from 1s called "The Gods™ - up there are the two men who
operate the slldeprojectors durlng the interval and while the show 18
golng on only the faint llght of their passlng beams glves 1llumination
fo this part of the theatre - surely you've heard of "The Twillght Of
The Gods"?

Why has sll the machinery llke Jeeps and typewrlters go$ "8aithera"
wrltten on it ~ he in the manufecturing business these days?

/For shame! Questiloning en artlstic gimmick originated (I belleve) by
Britain's oun Robert Clothler on the early lssues of NEW WORLDS, R3C/

Good to see DEA on YAMDRO's cover; she!s stlll one of the best art-
ists in fandom, & great record for the number of years she hgs been
drawing for fandom,

Speaking of clrcus stories llke 2B T have a true one to %ell you
about the brother of g fellow at work here, He hag hls ordinary car and
also0 a smgll bubble ecar, One night he and the family were going up to
London to Olympia where in the winter months they hold in a covered ave-
na the Bertram Mills! Clrcus., So he took hls bubble car with him because
1t was easler to park snd he leaves 1% 1n the clrcus parklng ground. He
comes out after the show and there's the bubble car wlth ths top of 1%
all smashed in and the parklng attendant rushes up to him with profuse
apologies and tellis him that this ground is where the elephsnts are led
back firom the ring - and one of the elephants had been tralned to play
with a small car in the act - s0 he sat down on thls one! So they offer-
ed to pay for tne damasge and sgld they'd 1a1d on g car to drlive him heme
but as the fellow wanted the bubble car the following day to get to work
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he told them he'd drive 1t home as it waes drivable., On the way home o
policeman stopped hlm and inquired whether he had reported the accldent
as one 1s supposed to here, so the fellow sald he didn't think he would
have bothered to report it - 8000 -~ the policeman wanted to know what
had happened and the fellow told him: "An elephant 8at on it."

Took him half an hour toc get out of that one!

WSFS MAIL

The meterial below is from g letter from Belle Dietz, (Actually 2 let-
ters, I guess.) I'm dolng some condensing and psraphrasing in order to
save space: ltems in quotes are from the letter as written., RSC

In civil law, court costs are pald before the court acts. "Whatever
waB due from WSFE Inc., to court or sheriff was pald by George fims g
long, long time ago." To back this up, there is g copy of a letter from
the 5t. Lawrencé County Sheriff's Office statlng that the WSFS owes sald
office no money, and Belle promises t0 met a simllar document from the
Court, "Also, I think George should return Joy's money, because she's
Just wasting her hard-esarned steriing., I don't think Kyle will ever dlis-
solve WSFS Ine,"

"Next, the 'expiration' of WSFS Inc,'s 'charter', It don't got no
charter; 1t got a Certificate of Incorporation slgned by a Bupreme Court
Judge and unless otherwlse stated 1n that, 1ts duration is perpetusl, If
anyone cares to check the N¥Con program booklet, where the . of I, is
printed, you!ll see there's no 'expiraztion! date,

: "Further, if "IBF5 Inc, actually did owe money to court or sheriff
(which it doesn't) who seys 1ts dissolution would cancel its debts? When
& ngn dles, his debts aren't cancelled; they're collected from his e8w
tate, In a corporation'’s case, 1f 1t had property and any of ALts Alrec—
tors dlsposed of 1%, that dlrector would be llable for any of 1ts out—
standing debts, dissolved or no,

"You know, getting Dave to dissolve WSFS Inc. ls g8 much worlk gs 1%
was t0 get the London Trip financlal report out of him, Which renlnds
me, He deducted $50 from passengers! refunds to0 enable him to publish a
'souvenir booklet® of the trip. Since only 2% yeares have gone by, do
you think we can ask {without pressuring the man) where it is?? :

Belle finishes by saylng she's sick of the organizatlon and the
wrangling, in waich she is undoubtedly Joined by a malority of fans,
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CENTAUR
Coming out every other month, CENTAUR will present features you won't
want to miss! Our firet i1ssue -~ out ground May *lof -- wlll have as the

feature article a dellightful plece by John Berry, titled YAir File". You
wonlt want to miss Berry's adventursgs as a teen-age spy. And our gecond
issue will contain a plece by the late, %reat master of the macgbre, H,
P, Lovecraft, which hag been out of print and unobtalnable for over 15

pars! Fans and collectors will want this story. ;

ue to the cost involved, we must put CENTAUR out as a subzine only! NO
SINGLE COPIES WILL BE SOLD, Subseription price for one year 1s BL..10 in
the U.S,, #1.25 in Canada, %1.50 elseyhere, Send your money before May
15, 1960 to: The Arrowhead Press, ZHarry T, Brashear, 5105 Llberty
Helghts Avenue, 3altimore 7, Maryland, ifake checks payable to Harry TL
Brashear. The Hay 15th deadline insures your getting a copy of issue i,
VMention YAHDRO when you sub; 1t 1dentifies you, /That 1s, Af you want to
be 1dentified as a reader of YANDRO, RSC/ .
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rodney waggoner

Sclence fiction will never dle ,., I think,

Mot too retently, sclence fiction flamed to a blazing peak of popu-—
lerity ... then, 1ike any nova, it lost most of 1its origlnal intense
bhrilliance and faded., But d4id not die completely,

Embers still glow in fareway corners -- not o much 1n Astounding or
F&SF as 1n Playboy ~—— but even then, good storlies are rarely wrltten.
Why?

A drawbzck to present day sclence fiction 18 that fact has caught up
with fancy. And writers, regsrdless of how imaginative, cannot keep up
with the pace that sclence 1s settlng, The "eense of wonder" in stf was
there because 1t kept ghead of sclence,

Frankly, it almost takes a sclentist %o write a sclence filction sto-
ry worth half g damn lately -- snd the sclentlets now haven't got time to
write. Theytre too busy doing, Only one out of &,000 would have the tal-
ent which would be necessary to write stf, anyway. .

Rocketships, transistore, atomlc power, teevee, Jockey-siraps; scCl-
ence came thundering up on sclence fictlon,...and paseed 1% by.

Yeaterday, only yesterday, Ford gnnounced that they had a new car
with cushion—gir-ride in experimental stages. The car, already bYeing test-
ed, has no wheels, It is supported by continuous blasts of alr,

Novocaln is belng used An Germany to erase the tides of old age, I
talked only yerterday with a sclence-writer who'd shook hands the day be-
fore with a "youngster" of 112,

And yesterday, just yesterday, pollo was conguered, the first man
went briefly up into vacuum, and g scilentist proclasimed that the near-
sightedness trend in man 1ndicatea this mlght be evolutlon's method of
forclng man to learn to see with his mind.

P 8 Science filctlon, per se, 1s as dead
2 == as yesterday's codflah, .

The first indlcatlon that science
fictlon was dylng appeared in fandom,
Fandom, as most pro-editors reallze, 1is
a thermometer to the entire fleld.

Fans turned to_ jazz,

As things became worse, they turned
gven to folk music,

And a few grew beards and hung out
in Greenwich Village and sgld, "To hell
with 1%l

Baslcally, there are only four maglor
confllets whlch csn be used in fletlont

1, lian ageinst man,

2. Man against nature.

E, Man against soclety.

. Man agalnst himself.

These same conflicts, 1ndividually
or combined, are used in gll fiction;
whetner 1% be western, beatnik, or stf,




Therefore, we cgn conclude that the fault of most B
sclence fictlion 1lies not necessarlly in its plot- ,///ﬁ N
ting (excepting hacks 1like Silverberg and Ellison). A \
In the days of Falmer's Amazing, "man sgainst man® // \
and "man against naturs® permeated the stories. The : \

present trend 1s toward "man agalhst hlmself" and [
"man agalnst soclety",

But, 1n splte of the fact that science flctlion
basically resembles gll fiction, there is something

which makes esclence fictlon {and some fantasy) unique; /
the feact that 1n every story there 1s g touch of lmag- T Vi
gtz antier o BT Bsi)at ] Sat-okrin ol = e Mot Srjiis Toineobolyd S Mus A5 5100 Liis \ t?r”g> :)
scilence flction. { i s
Since sclience is shead of science fletion, in “5 27/
Lo /:') ==

sclence fiction is no longer SCIENCE fictlon, and

perhaps not even science FICTION, ifaybe, Just "off-

fie oSBT O : K
As for the embers yet a-glow, sclence has passed ~

gelence filction 1n the major flelds, but not all. {

There remailn the social sclences, mediclne, buslness, />

most respects, welre faced wlth the krowledge that G s

publlic relationg, flnance, architecture, drewing,
mining, religion, fiehing, transportstlon, music,etc.

There are many sclences which, 1f %apped at gll, /
have not been guenched. / ™

Chad Oliver, an assistant professor of anthro- ;
peclogy at the Unliversity of Texas, once commented
that there were many "avenues of thought" left to ex-
plore, but that most sclence fiction wrlters were Interested in malking
money, not in advancing ideas, He sald that the better writers through-
out the history of science fictlon had written more for the inhate, joy
of expressing an idea than for the money.

Ched often bases his fiction on his own educational background, Var-
lous other writers have applled a speclalized background to their mater-—
ial; J.V, dcConnell, Chuck DeNutt, Frank Robinson, Zenna Henderson, Shir-
ley JacksOne... |

You can %tell the good writers by their ideas, by what they say that's
worth thinking about. But the mglority of ideas in science flction sto-
ries agre stale. The average reader today is forced to 8ift through per-
heps 200 stories to find even one that was worth the reading. The autput
of good &tories 1ln the past five yeare 1n sclence fictlon has been sick,
sicls LsAmicy oL

éclenoe fiction has reached the menopsuse of existaence, These are
nervous times’ —— poorly times, The field 1s all shook up. It's ln a state
of alteration, of change.

And science flction, lilke a baby with dirty dlapers, needs a change,

It needs to throw out the hack writers, the writers who can't think,
It needs to weed out the poor stories of even the good writers; can then
before they see print, Good stories sre re-wrliten, not written, Science
fiction needs 1o pay wrlters enough for thelr materital to_megke re-writing,
and mayvbe re-re-wbiting, posslble.

liost of all, science fletlon needs a change of pace, Llke a woman,
sclence fiction needs t0 mature and become more refined, And become Cape
able of living ocutside itself,

Too long -- much too damned long -- sclence fiction has been thought |
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of ag e bastardly form of lliterature. It's about time thst sclence flc--
tion became acceptable in the same ranke as mysteries, westerns, histor-
ical adventures, and the like,

Wiriters, good writers such as Remarque, James Joyce or Faulkner, wllil
then occaslonally turn out a sclence fictlion story lnstead of discardling
any random idea that they might have,

And when sclience fletlon 1s spoken of as a form of llterature rather
than “"sclence flection", perhaps the few emberous cogle smouldering in
Astounding and Playboy will burst into flame again,

Not the roaring flame of faddism, but the steady warm hue of good
material to read.
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If I ever give up my present mode of transpordgtlon (gedan-chair, car-
ried on the shoulders of four white-walled gorillas) and start carting
myself sround in sn auto, I herewith tske my solemn vow never to drive
past a certain cemetery located outside New York City or Chicago or Gnaw-
bone, {The newspaper plece was vague on that vitgl point, and so I'm for-
ced to employ a sharpnel technlque in hopes of scorlng at least a nesgr-
miss.) This graveyard I promlse to avold like the plague is the abode —’
when she's home, which apparently 18 seldom -~ of one Hltchhlking Hattle,
a footlcose famsle ghoet,

For better than seventy years Hattle has been clamberling ocut of her
coffin and thumbing rides with pesslng male motorlsts. This charming hab-
it hes won her the title of Most Popular Ghost in Amerlca, and next week
she's to be introduced from the audlence on the Ed Sullivan show,

Upon getting a 1ift, Hattle asks her benefactor to take her to her
home, Arriving, she dlecappears inside, wearing his sweater. (Seveaty .
years! progress intc the spirit worlid leaves our gal still) substantlal
enough to wear a sweater. She must have the metabolism of a turtle.) She
does not come out again. In order not to be the only swegterless Griver
on our nation's hishways, the man goes to the door to ask for hls gar-
ment, only to learn from an aged woman that nc glrl 1lves fhere. But
there 1s the girlls plcture on the planol Ah, yes, but the answer is al-
ways: "That!s my daughter who has been dead a long time,"

I, for one, do not flnd my tear ducts bursting at the seams over thils
phantom's ostensible devotion to her mother. To me it'!'s g patent decep~
tion, For does she ever remaln home, once she gets there? Does she even
pause t0 blow the antiqueted one a kiss? If only with one flnger? No, 1lne
deed, It's in tihe front door and out the back, to scurry right back to
the cemetery and start waggling her trusty thumb agalin., lama, the old
Gear, is even denled the small happlhess of knowing Hattle 1s present.
No, all this Thing is after 1s that cozy ride with some handsome young
fellow. And hls sweater,

Well, Hattie, don't count on adding my ogk-paneled cashmere to your
collectlion, Because I'1ll not be coming by, Or if I do, it will be at
ninety miles per hour and wlth gll the windows rolled up and g NO RIDERS
sigh on the passenger's side.

The cynlc will reflect that there is g certaln humour in the sight of g
Church founded on the commend to love one gnother, destroying by fire and
sword hundreds of thousands of persons who may have been attempting to do
s gt ot «se.8, Battray Taylor, "Sex In History"
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IHROUGH TIME AND SPACE WITH ROBERT M. PILLS

sy D g davits

The surly 8risoner wes brought before Justice Robert M, Pills of thg
Intertemporal Yourt. Irosecutor John W, Heinz, Jr,, limlted by law to one
minvte per charge, explained as briefly as posslible in order %o avoid
anzering the judge,

"The dsfendent, Anthony Voucher," he stated, "is charged with return-
lng to the late nineteenth century and attempting to purchase the rights
to one of the most profitable Inventlons of all time, the mimeograph,
from 1ts lnventor, Thomes A, Edison, for the ridliculous sum of $10,000,
This is agn obvious ggso of time-swindle, violation of sectlon 7B of the
Intertemporal Code," 7 _

The counsel for the defence, Horgce L, Hafnium, stated that his cli-
ent would prove that he was trying to ald Edison rather than swindle him,
On behalf of the defendent, he walved the right to jury trial. This was
a mere formelity; there hadn't been a jJjury trigl in Justice Pills! court
in over a hundred years, In the first and last case, one of reporting
future news events in a publlcetion, Justice Pills hald been €0 insulfed
that he had directed the Jury to bring in a verdict of guilty, and had
given the defendent, one James V., Bulll, the maxlmum sentenhce,.

The prosecutlon gulickly and skillfully estgblished that Voucher had
attempted to buy the rights to the mimeograph for $10,000, that he had
been prevented only by his arrest by members of the Intertemporal Police
Force, and That the rights to the inventlon would have been worth mil-
lione less than a hundred years later.

In defsense, it was establlshed that the inventor had never made more
than half of what Voucher had coffered from his inventlion, and that the
defendent had been dolng the lnventor a service, and that in additionF
he hgd Jeopardized the future of the invention Ey changing the ownersnlp
and that the investment could have been a total loss,

The prosecution summed up 1ts case in a record short time of 34 sec-
onds, whlch pleased Justice Fills no end, Then the counsel for the de-
fense launched into an impassloned oratory on his elientis philanthroplic
actions and in amazement that he should be prosecuted for such generous
pO e Be ot ] _

Finally, Justice Fills could stand 1t no longer. "Stop!" he roared,
"Stop this drivel! The defendent 1s guilty as sin! He obviocusly tried
to con Edison!"

"One may thus wonder what patrists have in mlnd when they apreal e¢e¢.s
for a return to Christian morality. ...... What they really mean by this
phrase, one suspscts, is the morality of about one generatlon earller
than thelir own —— in this case that of late Victorian England. Certalnly
no one would be more taken aback than those who make such an appeal 1f
they really found themselves subject to the medlaeval code, with its
fasts and flagellations, or to Furlitanism, with lts ban on Sunday walk-
ing and 1ts seventeen compulsory weekly sermons."

«er .G, Rattray Taylor, "Sex In History"
" .the institution of a system of censorshlp, whlie 1t falls to elimln-
ate pornography, effectively eliminates the serious literary worlk which
attempts to approach sexual objects realistically,” THMd
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(dD-4 #2 & 53 (Lyan Hickman, 523 So, Dixon Ave,, Dixon, Ililnois ~ mon-
ithly, 12 for %1 ~ upcoming 10th Annish, FO¢) The most striking tihing
about JD is the beautiful multillth reproduction, together with fins
artwork, mostly by George Barr and highly remjniscent of 3ok and Finlay
i1les 1n the old FAMOUS PANTASTIC MYSTERIES, Contents include editorigls,
news of the pro field, short fanzine reviews, and, mostly, letters. The
zine 1s practiceally belng taken over by letters. {1 shovld talk? Vell,
we have a few ofher items,) Hatinge.ies .85

CACTUS #3 &% U4 {Sture Sedolin, VBllingby U, Sweden - monthly - 10 for &1
- US agent, Seth Johnson, 339 Stiles St., Vaux Haell, N.J. - scads of
publishers, srt edltors, etc.) Thls is the best fanzine to come out of
Sweden since SIXY VEHUS folded ~- mostly beceuse it's In Snglish and T
can read 1t. If there is a theme to CACTUS it is that of lntroducing fans
by means of the short biography. John Berry writes ox pages on Inch-
mery fandom, like Deckinger reports on an ESFA meeting, and I have an
srticle coming up on some fans or other (I forget whe I wrote about,
now,) And Alan Dodd writes about meeting Jean Linard. Then there are the
usual fanzine reviews, letters, and the best Ray Nelson cartoons Ilve
seen in a long time, Nice reproduction, and a good Stenfora pln-up girl .
on the cover of #, Terry Carr writes about a trip to a jazz sesslon,
which 18 very well done and probably highly interesting if you llke Jj=zzz.
It was even mildly interesting to me. BETANOT o 60 s T

AMRA #0 (¢, H, 3cithers, Box 52, Eatontown, Wew Jersey - lrrsgulsr -
20¢ or 10 for $2) L. Sprague deCamp takes advantape of his African trave
els to explore the history of the reagl-life counterpart of the "Kush" of
the Conan sagas, and dMarion Zimmer Bradley tekes time to answer what I
suspect is one perennisgl guestion asked of fantasy authors; 8where do
you get them crazy names?f, liinor items inglude a poem by W.H, @riffey,
an article on Mgrse pooms by Poul Anderson (presented as an introduction
to sonme translatlons ~— and, I suspect, & few Anderson originglg—we to0
appear in future issues), and an index of the first ten issues of A{RA,
A major item is some more beautiful Barr artwork, supplemented thls time
by eome of Juanitals, AMRA is at present an 18-page offset zine; it does
not present too much meterial, but what's there is excellent, Rating,.8

INSIGHT #1. (Jack Cascio, 4Ol Esst Central, Benld, Illinols - quarterly -
25%) Except for having good reproduction, I think that Casclo makes ev—
ery mistaks tiiown Yo beglnning editors, The cover nroclalms that this is
a LIKITED EDITION (this ie intended to sound dignified but gives the im-
gresslon that the mag is so bad the editors can't even glve 1t away).
There 1s a blurb for the next issue beginning: "In the next lssue of Ine
sight, a short story none of the big magazines would touch.? Yes, Jack;
the trouble is that your readers can guess exactly why none of the big
magazines would touch it, (If you have proof that they wouldn't touch i%,
it's known as a professional reject.) He also says "as soon as we build
up enough subscribers, welll take our material to a 3BIG printing concern
and go highw-class", This sounds familiar, somehow... The material is
|1ousy, of course, The fanzine editors who talk about gcing places are
ialwgys the ones who lack the ability to get there, I hate to turn a cold
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shoulder to such gnthuslasm, but when the materlal consists of one imie |
tation of Mickey Bplllane, with bad spellling, fumbling grammar, impos—
sible chargcters and improbable sctiong{"I hit her with the back of my
left hand in a powerful upward swing that 1lifted her an lnch off the
rug") there isn't much else I can do. Have you ever tried hitting anyone

with the baock of your left hand, Jack? Ratinge.agel

FAUAC #53, 64 & 55 (Ron Ellik, 1909 Francisco St., Berkeley 9, Callf, -~
co~editor, Terry Carr - seml-monthly - U for 25¢) Terry says thet they
aren't a west coast fannish newsletter; they print news from anywhere
but concentrate primarily on west coast soclal events, Which I hope
stalghtens that out; however you cut it, west coast scclal events have
been taking up 505 of the magazine, #53% is the second Annish; a monster
of U0 pages, mit FLAYBCY-type photo-covers, which presents the winners
of thelr fesinzine poll for '69 and glves a renergl resumé of the year'!s
events, One of the mags that every well-appointed fan home should not be
without, (That senftence makes sense if you read it slowly enough.) Fol-
lowing are the usugl smell newsletter deals, Recommended, Rating. ..o

HOB?OBLIN # (Terry Carr - distrlbuted with FAVAC) This time Terry gives
a 3z--page review of VOID #19 and 20, plus some short comments.

PAS-TELL # (Bjo Tells, 930% Wnlte Tnoll Drive, Los Angeles 12, Calif -
lrregular - free to interested partles, but contributlons are reauested)
A speclal type zlne, devoted strictly to publiclzing the fan-artists
group and the projected anateur art show at the Flttcon. Any artists
among our readers who don't get this zlne, should get it, If voulre in- ,
terested in €elling artwork, buylng artwork, o hfributing artwork to
fanzlnes or collecting some artwork for your projected fanzine, write
for a copy of PAS-TELL, (With the trouble she's having with the post of-
flce, Bjo probably won't get your letter, but rou can try.) Not rated
beceuse of sneclal interest,

SPECULATIVE REVIEW (Richsrd Eney, U417 ¥F%, Hunt Road, Alexandria, Virgin-
ia - irregular - first few 1lssues are samples, he says) Devoted eatirely
to serious reviews and criticisme of professional science flctlion, most-
ly that appearing in magazines. If you're a stf reader, you should get

this ~- at least as long as the fool 18 glving them away. Ratinge....o

FPROFANITY #7 {(Bruce Felz, 980 Figueroa Terrace, Los Angseles 12, Calif -
very lrregular — 15¢) Ster item thils time 1s Hob Bloch's speech Trom the
1951 Holacon, never before published, I don't khow 1f Bruce edited 1t or
not, but it euffers iess in the translation from speech t0 paper then
most of Bloch's remarks do. Terry Carr writcs some mediocre fasn-fietion,
Joe Fylks narvates gn incident which I've read before, somewhercs; are
you reprinting from eerly issues, 3ruce, or d4id he send it to another
editor? Al Andrews reviews book%s and I raview fanzines (Andrews! review
is up to dste; mine, unfortunately, aren't). Don Franson contributes a
fannish Gilbert & Sullivan parody, John lagnus gives suggestions on at-
tending a convention, Elinor Poland has one poem and varlous Califcen
author gnother, Les Cferber writes on fannish boxtops, and there sre let-
ters, I've heard the FroF lettercol criticized on the grounds that it
consists mainly of comments on the last issue —-- 0ddly enough, most of
the critics beélong to one or more apa groups, where eontire magazines
conslst of nothing but comments on the lest 1lssue, Rathii. « £o5
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|EQUATION Vol TI #2 (Faul Stanbery, 1317 No. Raymond Ave., Pasadena 3%,
1Calif. - highly lrregular - F¢) This is supposed to be only Part 1 of
‘the issue, which was to be lssued once a month, in sectlions. 8o far, this
'‘gection is the only one I've seen, This l¢oks 1like the typlical first-
issue neofannish crudzine, but doesn't read that way. Over half of it ls
leditorigl; the ehatty, informagl, lightly humorous type that most realers
ienjJoy. There 1ls a poem by D, B, Steinman, marred for me by poor meter —-
he counted out the right number of syllables but forgot about (or ignor—
ed) keeping the accent rhythmlc. There 18 also a medlocre story oy Barbi
Johnson; mediocre for two ressons, First, the plot presents nothing per-
ticularly new, second, the story presents the appearance of a profession-
al-length story cut down to fit a fanzine, and the parts that were cut
were the ones providing the cheracters with logleal motlves for fTheir
actlons. Rating»u.-- 05

TZIRRAN DAILY GAZETTE (Sture Sedolin, address sbove - annual - no price
listed) This is a supposed newspaper of the future, (#nybody renmemnber
"The Spacean" in the 0ld COKMET STCORIES? Same thing exactly.) It secems
well ehough done, and was probably a lot of fun to do, but it isn't the
sort of thing thet rouses my interest. Mot rated, s I wouldn't know how
to compare At to a more "normal® fanzine. Frobably cof more interest to
newer and younger fans, but possibly everyone but me likes 1%,

CRY OF THE WAMELESS #1137 and 138 (CRY Box 92, 920 Third dve,, Seattle
L tashington « monthly -~ 25¢, h for 7l and make checks payable to Ell.
nor Busby? 4 total of 11Y psges in these two lssues, which 1s pretty
large for a monthly., As # 137 ls outdated now, I shall only mention cne .
item, "Where The Hell's lfy Ii8%" by "Carl Marks", which should be read by
every fan-writer snd editor 1n the fleld., 138 starts out with an atro-
clous cover, improves rapldly with another installment of John Berryfe
trip.-report, ssgs slightly with faan~flction by CGeorge Locke, and hlts
bottom with something by Charles Burbee. (To Burbee-lovers, I should ex-
plain that this is solely because the item, whatever i1t was, wasn't in
my copy:) As I got shorted U4 pages, I also missed the flrst page of F.i,
Busby's column, Or editorilal, maybe? Anyway, the remalnlng 3 pages were
entertaining, as is everything Buz writes. Mleck Falasca has a good two-
page Joke, ksl Ashworth contributes eomeg rather poor fan-stuff, Wally
Weber's "#inutes" and Les P'irenberg's cartoon ere good, and there are

21 pages of letters., CRY, by the way, czme in second in FANAC's "best
fanzine™ poll, REGE NN o o [

HABAKKUX # (Biil Don?ho, 141 &th. S5t,, Berkeley 10, Callf. - irregu-
lar - no price listed) Bill is expanding. (“hich 18 a pretty frightening
stetement, now that T think about L%.) In adlltion to hls own remarks,
this 1lssus contalns an article —- or something —-- by Art Castillo and o
letter colunn, Also, the editor reviews fenzines in addition to rambling
about cets, cars, veatnlks and mescalin. I could have done wilthout the
Castillo crap, but the rest is enjoyable resding, 1f a bit over-addicted
to gutter language. (I don't object to gutter languasge, a8 long as 1lt's
in moderation.) Bati M s

BHISMILLAH! # (Andy Mailn, 5663 Gato Ave,,
Goleta, Callf. - irregular? - 15¢) liajor
pert of this issue 1s devoted to the con-
clusion of Andy's fannisy Cdyssey to g
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LASF8 party, via bicycle. As this installment was mostly i
concerned with the party itself, I didn't enjoy it as .;77~
much as I &id the first section, but it was okay., Bob //\4? e
Leonard dissertates not too entertalningly on hosx Jokes, / 5 g&f]
Hike Deckinger presents e feghoot, and Dot Hartwell has ~— X _ &/ -
a fennish column from England, It's odd: some writers can Sl
ramble on gbout themselves, thelr jobs, etc., and it's /%E;Ef@
C

/

\

very fannish, while ofther people can write about the (ﬂ/
samg things and not be fannish at all. Dot, unfortunstely,
aprears to be In the second group. The mag closes with a

few letters and fanzine reviews, Reting,.....4

INNUEWDO #10 (Terry Carr, 1905 Grove St., Berkeley 4, Calif., - lrregular
~ 30¢) Side notes in FANAC, Terry commented on the fact that Don Ford's
various voting breaskdowns of the TAFF vote dldn't sdd up to the seme
amount; now, on the contents page he says that INMN has 94 pages and on
the bacover he sayvs 1t has 95, Anyway, it's s 1ot of fanzine and I donlt
have the 5 peges 1t would take to review lt properly. The contents page
1ists Bloch, Grennell, Leman, Willis, Eney, Warner and various other
well-known fains, Hignlights of the lssue, t0o me, were Eney's humoious
photographic ceptions, Dave Rike's sick cartoon ("Aside from that, Har-
lan, why do you want a short beer?"), Bob Leman's fannish HMother Goosge
rhymes, and Harry Yarner's comments on "The Immortal Storm". Ratlng...l0

THE NATIONAL FANTASY FAN Vol. 19 #2 (Ralph Holland, 2520 4th. St, Cuya-
hoga Falls, Ohio} To get this mag, you have to the NZF; send $1.50 to
Janie Lamb, Route 1, Helskell, Tennessee 1f you're interested. The mag
isn't the only beneflt; sihce we don't belong I couldn't say what the
others are, ALl T Znow 18 whet I read in Eilik's column., (Then how did
we get the mag? YAUDRO was reviewed,) If you're looklng for a lot of
fan contacts in a hurry, the N3P is a good bet. (I'm not really review-
ing the fanzine, you see, I'm just giving the organization g nlug. After
all, it's an importeont organization; what would fan humorists do for
material witihout 1i%%?) A membership 1list sent with it shows 156 members
at present -— for the benefit of Seth Johnscon and others who have won-
dered just how many U3F members ret YANDRO, T checked off 31 names,
(Which 18 more than I thought; about 20% of our melling 1ist.)

QUAVTUM # (John ¥, Baxter, 29 Gordon Rd,, Bowral, New South Wales,
Australlia - irregular? - nho price listed) Bowral is 80 mliles southwest
of Sydney, Lf anybody cares -- Just another YANDRO servlice; gsography
free of charge. liajor 1tem in the issue 1s a checklist of Ace paper—
backs; best ltem is a very good short fantasy by Margaret Duce. Then
there gre ran reviews, ads, and letters. Somehow I don't think I wouvld
particularly enjor conversing with a fan who belleves in "the estabe~
lished loral Code of our culture" and that "iusic isn't something you
play for fun, It 18 an involved and highly speciallzed emotional lang-—
uage which enables a person to express hls true feelings through avenues
other than the spoken or written word." Emotional hogwash 1s more lilke
1t, But he puts out a pleasant 1ittle fanzine, Rating...d

THE MAELSTROM #% (Billy Joe Flott, F,0. Box 654, Opellkas, Alabama -
quarterly — 25¢) The editor evidently belleves in having something for |
everybody. An interview of Jerry de Fucclo of MAD is probably the best
part of this issue. Alan Dodd wrlies oh Hammer fllms, there are bhook
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{reViewﬂ, fan-fictlon, a column on flying seucers and one on comlic books,
tand letters. (That letter column was a blt of s shock to me; I didn't
reglize there were so mahy US fanzine readers that I'd never heard of.

I counted 29 ngmés that were totslly unknown to me.) The mag is rather
badly overpriced, but not especially bad, Of course, it 1len't especially
igood, elther, Ratlngeceese?

THE HONDAY EVEINIWNG GHOST #3 (Bob Jennings, 3819 Chambers Dr,, Meshville
11, Tennessee - monthly - 15¢) Like old times to see a Ralph Rayburn
Fhilllps cover on = fanzine; 0ld and rather unplessant tlmes. (I prefer
Frosser,) Still improving, lHike Decklnger comments on stf in tv (but
Mien Into Space" isntt science fact, Mlke; it's soap opera wilth a science
background), Art Repp comments on pro-mags (the appearance of same, not
the contents), Bob Farnum offers seml-humorous advice to fan~writers and
editors, the edltor reviews fanzines gnd Clay Hamlln hss a column on
"forgotten classics", A1l these columns on "old" selence flction are be-
ginning to nudze me towards a wheel chalr; most of them talk about Lthe
great 0ld storiesf which I generally bought off the newsstands, This
time 1t's Jack Yance's "The Dying Earth". Iow I!'1ll agree that it's @
good book, but a "rare classic"? I have a copy, most of the fans I know
have coples, and most of the second-hsnd bock storee in the area have
copies which they will sell for 15¢ aplece. If anyone wants to send me

a dollar for the book, I'l1 gladly provide them wilth a copy. Rating...%%

HYPHEN #glU (Welt illls, 170 Upper Wewtownards Rd,, Belfast 4, Northern
Ireland - irregulsr - 15¢) You're really going downhill, Walt; you even
used 4 bacover guotes thet I'd heard before, {or maybe that means that
I'm going uphill? It certainly feels that way.) Eric Frank Russell has
the best 1tem in the issue; if I get time I'm going to wrlte a bltterly
critical letter of comment on thst article, but it was well done, Remaln-
der of the issue is the usual "-% madness —~ which 18 sort of a glant
economy 8lze version of the Wally Weber madness, Ratingeees]

Now there are three pgrody-~fanzines I'd llke to comment on, in a group,
I can't tell you where to zet them, slnce I don't know where they come
from, First ls SKYHACK, a parody of Ron Bennett's SKYRACK and purported-
1y put out by Ron's elephant, Cecil. I%'s an enduring sort of thing;
I've recelved 3 issues now. Since T haven'!t recelved thet many lssues

of SKYRACK, I can't tell too well hoW zood & parody 1t 1s, but itl!s very
entertaining, Second mag 1s PANAC #99, which is & falr parody_of FANAC
and whlch emanates from somewhere in Florida —- the only two florida
fan-eds T know of at the moment are Form Metcalfe and Dave Jenrette, the
latter belng pretty much gafla., The parcdy is g 1little broad, but not
too bad Lf youlre acgualnted with the original. Third zine is FANAC #55,
an Aprll Fool joke by Les Gerber. Actuslly, it isn't a psrody; it's an
attempt t0 con the reasder into thinkilng thet he's actually reading an
issue of FANAC, and it pretty well succeeds, {(In fact, until I got down
to the line 8gying that Gerber did it -~ with help from Andy Relss and
Ted White —— I was under the impression that Elllk end Carr were putting
out an April Fool iseue and parodying themselves,) I'm not sure of the
gthics of using the actual name of gnother person's fanzine in your
Jokes, but I guess it's okay for an April Fool. And Gerber certeinly
has the format and style down pat. The news items, while susplcious,
aren't entirel; lmpossible, elther, A good Job,
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In order to finlsh thls stack without going into another page, the |
remaining regularly sppearing -- more or less -- zines will have %o get !
au e TiSEN FARTEREeLerT Smid Ty rating,

SHANCRI-L'AFFAIRES #+9 (John Trimble, 9304 White Ynoll Dr., Los Angeles %
12, Calif - monthly - 20¢) An extra this time in the form of a beautiful
parody of AWALOG!s title change and cover pollcy. Ratinge, sessf3

TRIODE #17 (Eric Bentcliffe, 47 Alldls St,, Great Moor, Stockport, Ches-
hire, England - US ggent, Dale R, Smith, 3001 Kyle Ave,, Minnegpolis 22,
Hinnesota —~ co-editor Terry Jeeves - irregular - 20¢) Hostly light

humor and fannish maeterial. Ratingeessssl

RETRIRUTION #17 (John Berry, 3L Campbell Fark Ave., Belmont, Selfast M,
Yorthern Ireland — 15¢ —~ almost aquarterly) The offliclal organ of the
Goon Defective Agency, RaGLno®. su e/

SF-KYTT #11 (Sag J, Lundwall, Eox 409, HBgersten Y, Stockholm, Sweden -
bi-monthly ~ 10%) 5 pages by Alan Dodd and one bv the Editor in English;

the rest in Swedish, Well reproduced.

APORRHETA #15 (H, P, Sanderson, "Inchmery", 236 Queens Rd,, Now Cross,
London SE 1&, England - monthly - 20%) One of fandom's % most controver-
sial fanzines, 49 peges of material by all sorts of entertaining writ-
er‘s. Rating...'..g

"NOMAD #3 (George Jenrings, 1710 Pearl St., Bay Clty, Texas — irregular -°
free for letters) Devoted primarlly to a letter column. Rating. ..ol

UR # {(T/5gt. Ellie uills, P,0, Box &4, Lowry AFB, Denver 30, Colorado =
eporoxlmately bi-nonthly, I thilnk - no price listed) Humor, letters, and
a cross-—word puzzle, Ratingesseeed

PEALS # (Bolle Dietz, 1721 Grand Ave, Bronx, New York - no schedule or
price listed) The "Inchmery apprecliation issue", with articles on the
Clarkes and Sanderson, along with the regular columns by Chrls ilosko-
witz, Les ferber, Harry Warner and the sdltors. Rating..... 4%

VOID #0 (Ted White, 107 Christopher 5%, #1%, New York 14, H, ¥, - ir-
regular - 25¢ — co-editor Greg Benford) One of fendom's 3 most contro-
versial fanzines, (The third 1s GEHZINE, if you're curious,) This one is
mostly a con report -- and a con report that I enjoyed readlng, for g
change. (Even tho it 41d glve me an urge %o sit down and write a letter
of comment on his views of the convention voting that would have plunged
us into war —- again,) - Ratinge &. salz

S F TIKMES (S ¥ Times, Inc.,, F,0. Box 115, Solvay Branch, Syracuse 9,
New York - lrregular — 108) The one fanzine that glves the news of the
pro field. Usually dated, but stlll news. Special Interest

The following won't be reviewed, for one regson or ahother, but T!'1l men~
tion them sc¢ their editors will know that I A1d get them. GROUND ZERO
(Selle Dietz), FERSFECTIVE (Joe Sanders), SCOTTISHE (Ethel Lindsay)
HUNGRY {Alan Rispln), FANTOCCINI (Les Norris), XTP (3ob Lichtman), dugE .
MEAT BALL (Les Gerber), SPACE CAGE (Lee Tremper), A CONNECTICUT YAWKEE
I EXILE (BoB Lesmbeck) asnd FITTFCS 135 (Ted Cogswell).
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